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DEDICATIONS  

Keyla - I want to thank and dedicate this to the black, indigenous, 
brown and queer students in the WGS department who have 
contributed to teaching WGS courses by sharing their painful 
experiences and stories in relation to the articles, class readings 
assigned in class. To Sunny, Soha, Sidney and Nettie thank you for 
existing and sharing your experiences and teachings with me. Lox 
quiero!  

Nancy - For my mother and sister who takes care of me and help me 
succeed in life. Many thanks to WGS department and staff.  

Darlene - For my mom and dad, thank you for never giving up on me 
and having endless support. For my aunties, thank you for being an 
inspiration and paving the way of wanting to pursue a college degree. 
For all the girls out there who feel lost, keep on keeping on. Time has 
a funny way of playing out in life, and you will forever be learning new 
things. Trust the process, as I am still learning how to do.  

Denise - For my daughters, Project Survive and the WGS 
department, with special gratitude to Martha Kenney for her 
encouragement and Kendra Harris for her hospitality and an open 
door.  

Hayley - To the amazing WGS department faculty at SFSU.  

Sanam - To my wonderful readers, the WGS department, my parents 
who raised me to be the best daughter, to my hubby who supports 
me through thick & thin and yo all those souls who are searching for 
truths off the beaten paths. A tribute to those who are unable to 
express themselves, however brilliant they may be! “Your value 
doesn't decrease based on someone's inability to see your worth”  
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Nancy Marzouk 
For more info. please visit:  
www.bridge.georgetown.edu 
www.nytimes.com 
www.huffpost.com 
www.shehzil.com 
 

http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.huffpost.com/
http://www.shehzil.com/
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Colly Kachigian is a non-binary faggot 
drag queen from San Diego, CA. They 
completed their undergraduate degree in 
Women and Gender Studies at San 
Francisco State University, minoring in 
LGBT Studies. They like long walks to 
the liquor store, red lipstick, and cooking 
large pots of pasta al dente. Colly is 
specifically interested in dismantling the 
gender binary and interrogating the ways 
in which dichotomous gendered thinking 
is ingrained in every aspect of people’s 
lives. Colly is particularly invested in 
providing resources for queer and trans 
communities, using art, communication, 
and radical vulnerability to work though 
struggles LGBTQ folks face due to 
marginalization constructed and 
maintained by heteronormative systems 
of oppression. Colly has been a working 
drag queen in the cities of San Francisco 
and Amsterdam, in which they 
incorporate political activism into their 
performances bringing awareness to 
sexual health and safety, transgender 
liberation, and freedom of expression. 
They are currently studying to be a queer 
and trans therapist. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sanam Haq (حَق صنم ) 
 is a Pakistani born American carrying 
her identity & culture with pride. 
Holding a degree in Social & Behavioral 
sciences from CCSF and majoring in 
Women & Gender studies at SF State, 
she has a passion to empower women 
and instill a huge sense of compassion 
for disadvantaged and oppressed groups. 
She calls herself a “feminist killjoy” who 
knows how to “speak up” against 
inherited and systematic injustices. 
Sanam has a cat Shere khan, who taught 
her how to live a happier life. She is a 
feminist feline who advocates against 
oppression and believes in the fact that 
nobody will do it better or do more for 
you than you. Just like cats devote most 
of their lives to ensuring their own well-
being, it is OK to be a little selfish, it is 
OK to say NO and think only about 
yourself and must start by accepting and 
loving yourself. 
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Nancy Marzouk is a Women and 
Gender Studies major at SFSU who 
transferred from her local community 
college. In her free time she likes to read 
fiction and goes on road trips with her 
family. Nancy is very proud to be an 
American Citizen and enjoys learning 
about the culture and food. As a WGS 
major and as a woman of color, she has a 
passion for women's rights and feminist 
movements. She currently volunteers for 
nonprofit organizations to be involved in 
social movements. 

  
Hayley Smith is a senior at San 
Francisco State, double-majoring in 
History and WGS. She loves musicals, 
old cats, hot baths, and scary stories. Her 
dream is to live on a small farm, raise 
goats, and cultivate an edible garden. 
Until then, she plans on teaching history 
and social sciences to high schoolers. 
Hayley hopes to disrupt the status quo of 
teaching history to young people, 

encouraging a critical examination of the 
past and present with an emphasis on 
creative solutions for the future. 
 
 

  
Kasandra, a first generation student 
from the Bay completing their 
undergraduate as a double major in both 
Psychology and Women Gender Studies 
and having several break downs along 
the way! Local intersectional feminist, 
activist and aspiring sex educator, 
Kasandra has been involved in the anti-
violence movement since she was 15 and 
hopes to be apart of the change that sees 
sex work decriminalized in her lifetime. 
In her free time, Kasandra loves long 
talks about sexual health, tequila, and 
dismantling the patriarchy that continues 
to oppress marginalized communities 
through non-profit work here in San 
Francisco.  
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Cindy E Bejarano was born and raised 
in the Bay Area, CA and is the first in 
the family pursuing a college degree as 
her parents fled El Salvador during the 
Civil War in the late 80s. She is 
majoring in Women and Gender Studies 
and hopes to minor in Latin Studies. She 
loves her major because there are so 
many fields one can go into with the 
major. Cindy hopes to use everything 
she has learned at SFSU and adapt it to 
the Latin community, 
especially undocumented families and 
make her mom really proud. Her next 
chapter after graduating Spring 2020 
consists in obtaining a Master’s degree 
at the University of San Francisco or 
move to Portland,OR for a year to get to 
know more about herself. She loves 
reading, shopping and spending time 
with her boyfriend, best friend and mom. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Sam Hengesbach is a college senior 
hailing from Upland, CA and is 
frantically planning where their life is 
going next. They have a long list of 
eclectic achievements. They have an in 
depth history of Trans activism 
stemming from work they did at their 
high school and are very proud of being 
non binary. They designed a tux dress 
which went viral in many queer circles 
of the internet. Sam has been in various 
newspapers from LA Times to the SF 
chronicle for their work in cosplay, 
polyamory workshops, openness on their 
mental illness, trans activism, and self 
defense. In the past they taught a class 
through the experimental college on 
Love and Intersectionality. They are 
currently studying to become a Self 
defense instructor and wants to become 
an ass kicking intersectional feminist 
activist. Sam loves writing and creating 
zines in their spare time. 
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Esbeidy was born and raised in 
Anaheim, CA and she is the daughter of 
Mexican immigrants. She is the 
youngest of five children. She decided to 
pursue a degree in Women and Gender 
Studies at SF State because she was 
determined that the status quo for the 
treatment of women and all marginalized 
individuals was not right and it must be 
changed. Currently, she is the site 
coordinator for a non-profit tutoring 
company in San Francisco and hopes to 
pursue a career in the non-profit sector 
helping others. She loves to read, dance, 
rock climb, hike, and spend time with 
animals, her family and friends. Esbeidy 
is currently a fourth year set to graduate 
in Spring 2020. 
 
 

 
 

 
Alejandra is a quirky college student 
majoring in Women and Gender Studies. 
She enjoys long walks on the beach and 
spending time with her fur baby named 
Bombon. Alejandra loves to eat 
mushrooms and asparagus on a daily 
basis and her ultimate favorites are 
nopales with frijoles. As a Mexican 
American, identity is important to her 
because she can help empower people 
like her to be proud of who they are. She 
is passionate about social justice and 
envisions herself being active in her 
community helping immigrants.  
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Sunny is a delicious non-binary, proud, 
brown, word-nerd, education geek, 
singer, and poet living in Oakland. 
Sunny grew up in Utah, and was raised 
by their single mother who was an 
undocumented immigrant. Seeing the 
struggles that their mother faced, as well 
as the instability they experienced 
inspired Sunny to start learning about the 
world from a young age. A passionate 
first-generation college student, Sunny is 
determined to pursue an education that 
will enable them to improve the 
communities around them and on a 
broader level by understanding the ways 
in which social inequities and wealth 
inequality function and are facilitated. 
Sunny hopes to see the day when there 
are no more prisons, no more borders, 
and global redistribution of wealth and 
resources occurs. In the meantime, 
Sunny hopes to use whatever they learn 
and practice as a method for 
empowerment, truth-telling, medicine, 
joyous expression, and community 
building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Denise Walker arrived in San Francisco 
from the Tri-Valley area five years ago. 
Denise became part of the Project 
Survive Community at City College- 
promoting healthy relationships, that 
empowered her to transfer to SFSU as a 
double major in Sociology and Women 
& Gender Studies. Denise is an 
inspiration to her four daughters that she 
is driven, dedicated, but also funny. 
Denise plans to support victims and 
survivors of domestic violence through a 
local non-profit organization. 
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 Sara was born in El Salvador and 
moved to the US when she was 16 
years old. She is the daughter of 
Salvadoran immigrants and the first 
one to attend University here in the 
US. Currently she is majoring in 
Women and Gender Studies at San 
Francisco State University. In her free 
time she enjoys reading a good book, 
watching movies and baking desserts 
for her friends and family.  
 

 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darlene was born and raised in the 
Central Valley in California, an only 
child of two Asian parents. She’s visited 
San Francisco many times throughout 
her childhood and fell in love with the 
beautiful city. It was only fitting that she 
attended San Francisco State University. 
She is now pursuing a degree in Women 
and Gender Studies with a minor in 
Human Sexualities. In her free time, she 
enjoys spending time with family, 

sticking her nose in a book, and 
exploring new places.  
 
 
 
Nettie Bonds -  
Nettie Bonds is a 21-year-old queer 
black student currently living in San 
Francisco. She grew up in the Central 
Valley of California and decided to 
move to the Bay Area at 18 after 
spending her entire childhood in love 
with the city. Nettie is pursuing a degree 
in Women and Gender Studies at San 
Francisco State with the hope to one day 
be apart of meaningful change for the 
black and brown individuals in her 
community. When she is not at school, 
she enjoys volunteering at local 
organizations, eating and cooking 
different kinds of soup, seeing her 
favorite musicians live, and reading.  
 
 
 
 
 
Courtney Rouse -  
Courtney Rouse is a super senior at San 
Francisco State, majoring in Women and 
Gender Studies. Courtney comes from 
the East Bay where she was born and 
raised, and is the first in her family to 
attend college and work towards her 
degree. She chose Women and Gender 
Studies as her major because it was the 
only thing she could understand and 
connect with; discovering WGS opened 
a whole new world for her and showed 
her hidden strengths. WGS classes have 
helped her learn to understand and see 
the world from different perspectives, 
and has equipped her with self 
awareness and confidence that she 
needed. Courtney wants to better herself 
to become a helpful person in her 
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community. She often reflects on the 
ways she moves through the world and 
how she can improve the way she 
moves, and the space she creates. Her 
favorite way to disconnect is to snuggle 
and have conversations with her doggies, 
as well as stare and tend to her plants.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keyla F. Santizo Gonzalez -  
Keyla is a queer undocumented 
immigrant Brujx living in California. 
Born in Guatemala and is the first in her 
family to graduate from a University. 
Keyla enjoys challenging the system 
while wearing a beat face and gold 
hoops. In their free time, they enjoy 
baking and spending time with their 
furry children.  
 
 
 
 


